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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The list of 
reference numerals are redundant and not provided for nor required by the MPEP. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-12, 14, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, 
failing to conform with current U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into 
English from a foreign document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over 



DE 1658522 reference to Pfuhler in view of Hahne # 4,641 ,993. 
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Pfuhler discloses a drainage channel (1) comprising: 

An elongate body defining an upper surface (1 ) over which vehicles can travel and 

further defines an opening (3) that opens into a channel compartment (4). 
The body further having side walls (5), a floor (7) and end faces (unnumbered) adapted 

for connection to additional drainage installations. 
The channel being defined by a ceiling boundary, side and base boundaries. 
What Pfuhler does not disclose is the use of a tapered channel cross-section. 
However, Hahne teaches it is desirable to form tapered drainage channels (26, 72) in 
concrete roadway structures (10). The drainage channel having inter-fitting end 
sections (42, 44). And lateral inlet channels (7sThe tapered cross section facilitating the 
flow of liquids through the channel in a desired direction. See Col. 3, In. 17-col. 4, In. 46 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to provide the drainage channel of Pfuhler with a tapered cross- 
section, as taught by Hahne, in order to selective direct surface water in a desired 
direction. 

With respect to claims 2-5 Pfuhler discloses inlet openings at least on their marginal 
side, are defined by edges that extend substantially linearly in a longitudinal direction. 
The inlet openings (3) having a conically tapered dross-section, as well as providing the 
side walls of the channel with lateral inlet openings (as at 5). The drainage channel 
having inter-fitting end sections (42, 44). The tapered cross section facilitating the flow 
of liquids through the channel in a desired direction. See Col. 3, In. 17-68. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to provide the drainage channel of Pfuhler with a tapered cross- 
section, as taught by Hahne, in order to selective direct surface water in a desired 
direction. 

With respect to claims 6-8, both Pfuhler and Hahne teach the use of sealant material, as 
at (5) in Pfuhler.and end faces defining inlet openings that open into said end faces. 
See Hahne Col. 3, Ins. 60-68. 

With respect to claims 10, 1 1 Pfulher discloses a variety of upper surface (1) 
arrangements in Figs. 1, 3, 4, to include elevated sections at the peripheral edges, 
forming continuous strips outside the inlet openings (3). 

With respect to claims 12, 14, 15 the Apparatus for manufacturing the drainage channel 
above, is obvious to the product thus made. Since concrete curbing is commonly 
known to be molded using frames and cores. 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DE 
1658522 reference to Pfuhler in view of Hahne # 4,641 ,993 as applied to claim 1 above, 
and further in view of Fannelli et al. # 5,733,445. 

Pfuhler in view of Hahne disclose essentially all that is claimed, except of the use of a 
reinforcing material or filter fabric. However, Fannelli et al., teaches it is advantageous 
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to provide a filter fabric assembly (20, 28) adjacent the inlet openings (14) of a 
roadways drainage channel (10), in order to prevent silt and debris from entering the 
drainage channel (10). See Fannelli Col. 3, ins. 5-67. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raymond W. Addie whose telephone number is 571 
272-6986. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 571 272-6998. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



2/15/08 



/Raymond W. Addie/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3671 
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